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Episcopal Church of the Divine Love  

40 Sunset Road  

Montrose, New York 10548  

Christmas Eve (II) (B)  

December 24, 2017, at 6 pm  

“Christmas fads versus the real thing”  

The Holy Gospel according to  

Luke 2: (1-7), 8-20  

     (In those days a decree went out from 

Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered.  This was the first 

registration and was taken while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria.  All 
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went to their own towns to be registered.  

Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city 

of David called Bethlehem, because he 

was descended from the house and 

family of David.  He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child.  

While they were there, the time came for 

her to deliver her child.  And she gave 

birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for 

them in the inn.)  In that region there 
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were shepherds living in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night.  

Then an angel of the Lord stood before 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified.  

But the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid; for see--I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: to 

you is born this day in the city of David 

a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  

This will be a sign for you: you will find 

a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 

lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude of the 
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heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 

on earth peace among those whom he 

favors!”  When the angels had left them 

and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 

to one another, “Let us go now to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

taken place, which the Lord has made 

known to us.”  So they went with haste 

and found Mary and Joseph, and the 

child lying in the manger.  When they 

saw this, they made known what had 

been told them about this child; and all 

who heard it were amazed at what the 
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shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured 

all these words and pondered them in her 

heart.  The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told 

them.   

 

     By your grace, Dear Lord, may we 

find our way as your disciples to be 

favored this and every Christmas season 

by your peace that passes all 

understanding.  Amen. 
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     I have heard some Christmas 

questions that children and others have 

asked:  

Did shepherds get cold watching sheep?   

 

Did Mary have any pain at Jesus’ birth?   

 

How far up are the angels in heaven?   

 

Did Jesus cry when he was born?   

 

Was Santa Claus the father of God?   
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     Perhaps some of these are a bit 

imponderable, but maybe we can see 

how the ‘hype’ of Santa Claus may have 

clouded the Nativity Story a bit.  After 

all, Santa moves faster than the speed of 

light, delivers 1.4 billion children their 

presents in a single night, knows who is 

good and who has been bad, and then 

Santa completely disappears for eleven 

months of the year.  When one is not 

sure where Santa is, can the question of 

where is God not be far behind?   

     We have the perennial symbols of 

Christmas all around—the Christmas 
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colors for example: green represents the 

earth to which Jesus came, and red 

represents the spirit whom Jesus left us 

when he ascended from planet Earth; so 

red and green represent the Incarnation, 

that the Word of God became flesh, that 

the spiritual took on physical substance.   

     Also, there are the lights on the 

Christmas tree which represent the stars 

in the night sky, and also perhaps the 

angels who came down to announce the 

Savior’s birth; and the balls on the 

Christmas tree represent the planets in 

our Solar System.  The evergreen trees 
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we use as Christmas trees represent 

Eternal Life.  And all our Christmas 

carols are to remind us of the praises that 

the angels said when they appeared with 

the angel who had announced Jesus’ 

miraculous birth to the shepherds in the 

field.  The symbols of Christmas are all 

around us each Christmas season, but 

still at least a third of the world’s people 

or more have no interest whatsoever in 

the very obvious religious connotations 

of Christmas, that Eternal Life came to 

our little planet of all planets in the 

universe, that we can only see God 
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through our experience of Jesus who 

took on flesh to show us how concerned 

God was that we should know personally 

God’s immeasurable love for each of us.  

Love indeed came down on that First 

Christmas Eve.   

     The Old Testament Jewish world was 

looking for the Messiah, and yet its 

leaders did not recognize the Messiah 

when he was finally physically with 

them; they were resistant to the idea that 

God could come in human form; or they 

were displeased that their idea that the 

Messiah would be a great military leader 
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to free Israel from its servitude to the 

armies of Rome was not fulfilled; and 

they still wanted to control the people by 

measuring their adherence to a series of 

six hundred man-made laws.  Jesus just 

did not fit their carefully contrived ideas 

of what the Messiah would do.  And 

what the miracles Christ did, instead of 

convincing them, the miracles enraged 

them so much that they finally had Jesus 

put to death.  The miracles, however, 

proved their legalistic ideas were man 

made and had no substance either in 

scripture or tradition.   
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     God indeed had broken into the realm 

of earth from the realm of glory.  God 

was indeed greater than any man-made 

laws.     Yet only the angels knew at first 

how Glory, Glory personified in Christ, 

Glory its very self, Glory himself, had 

come down to us here, into a little crib in 

Bethlehem of Judea, just as the prophets 

had foretold.  All the Messianic 

prophecies of the Old Testament were 

suddenly coming to pass in the person of 

Jesus Christ.  And those with closed 

minds refused to see how God actually 

works in our world, not by following a 
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series of laws, but by recognizing the 

need of a love so intense and complete 

that only a superhuman effort could deny 

Love’s presence in the form of an actual 

human being.  Of course, satan was 

completely behind all efforts to obscure 

and deny that the Messiah had finally 

come to us.  The deceiver was still up to 

his old tricks of not calling a spade a 

spade, trying to misdirect and hide the 

blatant fact that God had done exactly 

what God said would happen, that God 

had come to earth to save us from our 

sins--past, present, and future.  And after 
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the appearance of Christ the Lord who 

defeated Death and the Grave, we now 

have a direct link to God’s heavenly 

throne through Jesus Christ as our Lord 

and Savior.   

     The Rev. John Beddingfield wrote: 

“The message from the Church is this: 

Christmas is NOT a day – most 

assuredly not a day that ends as soon as 

the wrapping paper is gathered from 

under the tree and bagged.  No, 

Christmas is NOT a day, it is a 

SEASON.  And it does NOT begin in 

October, it BEGINS after sundown on 
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Christmas Eve.  The Season of Advent 

has been in full swing for the last four 

Sundays and has brought with it the 

repeated calls to be ready and to wait for 

the coming of the Messiah, the Savior of 

the world.  We’ve been preparing, we’ve 

been watchful … and now He’s here!  

And we CANNOT just toss out the 

season after this service and begin 

getting ready for the new year.  Instead, 

we need to CELEBRATE the arrival and 

consider what this season means to us as 

Christians.  And we cannot do that in the 

next few minutes.  We have twelve days 
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– from now until the Epiphany – during 

which we are called upon to contemplate 

what the birth of Jesus – the Christ – 

means to us.  We’re called to 

contemplate this meaning all the time, 

but in this season in particular it is vitally 

important to our faith.”   

https://www.sermonwriter.com/sermons/

luke-21-20-christmas-not-a-day-but-a-

season-bedingfield 

     A number of years ago, Charles 

Schultz, the writer of “Peanuts” drew a 

“Peanuts” comic strip and he drew Lucy. 

You know Lucy?  She's the grouchy one, 

https://www.sermonwriter.com/sermons/luke-21-20-christmas-not-a-day-but-a-season-bedingfield
https://www.sermonwriter.com/sermons/luke-21-20-christmas-not-a-day-but-a-season-bedingfield
https://www.sermonwriter.com/sermons/luke-21-20-christmas-not-a-day-but-a-season-bedingfield
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the sourpuss one of the kids.  And Lucy 

says to Charlie Brown, “Charlie Brown, 

in the spirit of the Christmas season, I 

think we should let bygones be bygones 

and just try to be kind to each other.”  

Charlie Brown, always the theologian 

and the idealist says to Lucy, “Well, 

Lucy, that's wonderful, but don't you 

think we should be kind to each other all 

year long?”  And Lucy looks at him with 

amazement and disgust and says, “What 

are you, some kind of fanatic?”   
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     Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have the 

Spirit of Christmas pervade the entire 

year, with peace on earth?   

     It took well over a hundred years for 

the shepherds’ story to be written 

down—the Gospel according to Luke 

was likely first published and circulated 

in about 110 to 120 AD, but Christ’s 

birth is most reliably placed at about 6 

BC—the church calendars were adjusted 

in the fifth century AD, but there was 

about a one percent error of about five or 

six years incorporated into the new 

calendars which we use today.  Before 
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that the church only had a snippet of a 

story in the Gospel according to 

Matthew about the arrival of the Magi, 

the lesson for the Epiphany, which was 

put into written form around 80 AD, still 

nearly a century after that ‘wise men’ 

event.  And indeed Christmas itself was 

not celebrated before the fourth century 

AD.  So the holiday we celebrate so 

vigorously today was actually one of the 

latest to make it into the church’s 

calendar.  Then in the eighteenth century 

and nineteenth century the people of 
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Germany began to make Christmas and 

Christmas trees a big deal.   

https://www.thoughtco.com/the-history-

of-christmas-traditions-1773799 

The first Christmas tree in the White 

House dates to 1889, and at first there 

was no tree every year, just sporadically.  

The first National Christmas Tree was 

placed on The Ellipse, an area just south 

of the White House, in 1923, and the 

lighting of it was presided over by 

President Calvin Coolidge.   

http://www.thehistoryofchristmas.com/c

h/in_america.htm 

https://www.thoughtco.com/the-history-of-christmas-traditions-1773799
https://www.thoughtco.com/the-history-of-christmas-traditions-1773799
http://www.thehistoryofchristmas.com/ch/in_america.htm
http://www.thehistoryofchristmas.com/ch/in_america.htm
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     In 1931 Haddon Sundblom, an 

illustrator for The Coca-Cola company 

drew a series of Santa images in their 

Christmas advertisements which lasted 

until 1964, and that rotund smiling Coca-

Cola Santa in a jolly red suit became the 

Santa Claus we so love and adore today.   

     And thus began the 

commercialization of Christmas which is 

obviously in full swing today.   

     The church struggles to regain its 

position that St. Nicholas, patron saint of 

children and seafarers, is the saintly 

‘reason for the season’.  And that his 
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influence is strictly based on the birth of 

the Christ Child in Bethlehem.  It isn’t 

what Mommy and Daddy give each 

other as gifts this season, but how the 

children became the focus, because that 

reminds us of ‘the Reason for the 

Season’.  Jesus Christ came as an infant 

born to two non-descript people, but the 

event was celebrated on a grand 

universal scale by heavenly angels 

because finally the long-foretold 

Messiah had appeared.   

     If we can keep our focus on the little 

babe in the manger, and not on what is 
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under the tree, we will be keeping Christ 

in Christmas.   

     Come let us adore him, Christ the 

Lord.  Amen.   

 

 

Description:  

The reason for the season is the little 

babe in the Bethlehem manger, born of a 

woman, nurtured by two unremarkable 

people, Mary and Joseph.  As we return 

to the roots of Christmas, we will regain 

the peace and joy of the season.   



  24 

 

Tags: Jesus, Messiah, Christ, Christmas, 

Coca-Cola, red, green, lights, angels, 

heaven, God, Santa Claus, gifts, peace, 

Germans, Luke, Matthew, feast, magi, 

Epiphany, Charlie Brown, Lucy, fanatic, St. 

Nicholas, Coolidge, President, White House, 

Ellipse, Washington, DC, tree, Advent, 

days, glory, Rome, Israel, Jewish, law, 

Peanuts, planet, Earth  

 

 

 

 



  25 

 

St. John's Episcopal Church 

61 Broad Street 

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07201 

Christmas Day II  

December 25, 2011 

A Sermon by the Rev. Joe Parrish 

The Holy Gospel according to 

Luke 2:1-20 

“A Savior, who is the Messiah, the 

Lord”  

 



  26 

     Lord, please give us that sense of 

glory which you gave the angels and 

shepherds that first Christmas.  Amen. 

 

     So God said to God’s self in around 

Six BC, ‘Sure as shootin’ if I announce 

this thing to the Roman Emperor or the 

Senate or the governor they will beat a 

path so fast to Bethlehem to destroy my 

Son that he will never survive to his first 

birthday.  And if that little virgin Mary 

gets to mouthing things about, that could 

bring some repercussions as well—but 

she seems rather tight lipped, indeed she 
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is in a precarious public position as a 

pregnant virgin, after all, only singing 

about this to her kinswoman Elizabeth.  

And,’ God maybe mused, ‘I know I am 

also pretty safe with Joseph, because he 

realizes that what is happening could 

bring serious repercussions to his fiancée 

if others interpreted the virgin birth the 

wrong way.  And also old Elizabeth and 

Zechariah are probably pretty close-

lipped because they have their hands so 

full with raising six month old John the 

Baptist that they couldn’t be bothered 

with anything else, and furthermore 
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Mary’s virginal conception story was not 

one a kinsperson would likely spread 

around; even their son John apparently 

never knew that story.  However,’ God 

must have thought, ‘I can’t just tell the 

grass and the trees, or the cows and the 

donkeys and the bees, I really need some 

human witnesses.  I know what I’ll do,’ 

God muses, ‘I’ll tell the shepherds in the 

fields out near Bethlehem; no one will 

likely believe their story anyway.’ 

     Of course, when a group of sleepy 

shepherds out in the pitch dark of the 

night watch huddled around a campfire 
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are caught off guard by a terrific glow 

and an angel making “The 

Announcement,” they are thrown into a 

total panic.  Shepherds don’t usually hear 

earth shattering news—it’s more the 

humdrum story of ‘that field has more 

grass, or this brook has cooler water, or 

there are a lot of wolves over there’--that 

sort of thing--none of this ‘Change the 

World Forever’ sort of stuff.  But God 

needed an appreciative audience.  And to 

announce the coming into the world of 

‘the Lamb of God that takes away the sin 

of the world’ to shepherds would be 
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tantamount to telling a GM worker there 

would be no more Chevrolet’s 

manufactured thirty-three years from 

now--no problemo, they’ll likely be dead 

long before their livelihood dries up.  If 

one sacrifice became all that it would 

take to erase sins, then there would be no 

more need for growing sacrificial lambs 

out in the Bethlehem fields; tending 

flocks of sacrificial animals would 

become passé—no more sheep, lambs, or 

goats would be needed at the Jerusalem 

Temple on Passovers beginning in about 

26 (twenty-six) AD.  But, that would be 
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a whole generation later, so no worry at 

this point—sacrificial lamb raising and 

grazing would be secure for about 

another thirty-three years.  (It actually 

would be probably moderately good 

business until the Temple was destroyed 

in 70 AD, although the quality of the 

lambs used by then would likely be in 

serious decline—more lame and blind 

lambs and sheep would likely become 

more acceptable at the Temple year by 

year.)  Yes, God could see the lowly 

Bethlehem area shepherds as being the 

ideal target audience for the Blockbuster 
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Announcement: ‘the Messiah is now 

born and is lying in a manger,’ maybe 

inside a cave near the “No Vacancy” inn. 

     What a scene it must have been when 

suddenly without warning the shepherds 

were surrounded with the shining glory 

of God and a heavenly angel made this 

profound announcement and 

pronouncement that ‘in the City of David 

the Messiah, a savior, is born today.’  

And if that didn’t turn a few sleepy 

shepherd heads, what about when the 

whole host of angels suddenly appeared 

and began praising God and saying, 
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“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 

on earth peace among those whom God 

favors!”  I rather doubt Handel’s 

“Messiah” could measure up to that sort 

of jubilation. 

     Now,  as far as where the shepherds 

were to go next, the only direction given 

by the angel to the shepherds was that 

the Messiah was that “in the city of 

David--you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger."  

Isn’t that precise?!--no coordinates, no 

street names, not even any field 

locations.  One wonders how many 
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mangers there were anyway in the City 

of David, surely several; and this one 

seems to have been hidden and in a cave 

somewhere out in the fields, but possibly 

near the “No Vacancy” inn.  So perhaps 

the shepherds set out in search of inns 

with mangers near by—wouldn’t you 

think the Holy Family would first have 

tried to deliver their precious baby in an 

inn—but maybe there were not so many 

inns in such a small town of that time, 

and the shepherds probably knew where 

each manger near an inn was since they 

would have to use mangers for any 
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lambs that were born out in the fields in 

order to protect the offspring of their 

precious sacrificial flocks.  And it would 

be ideal to have an inn nearby for a 

shepherd’s respite; perhaps they even 

first thought of that inn which they 

sometimes were able to retire to after a 

long season out in the fields at night or 

after some severe weather, and they may 

have remembered the manger nearby.  

But somehow the correct manger with 

the baby Jesus in it was identified and 

visited by the somewhat scroungy 

shepherds who had been extremely 
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blessed to hear the “First Great 

Announcement.” 

     When one reads this story it seems to 

be such an intimate tale, only some 

shepherds out in the field were notified.  

There was no hullabaloo, no newspaper 

or television announcements—no ‘in 

case of national emergency this band will 

broadcast life saving directions’ sort of 

thing.  But indeed the supreme life 

saving message was just what the 

shepherds heard: ‘a savior is born, this 

day, in the City of David, who is the long 

expected Messiah.’  Can’t you possibly 
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imagine the shepherds telling anyone and 

everyone they came into contact with?  It 

must have been an infective account—

stirring up quite a ‘buzz’ among those 

who would believe an amazing story told 

by some lowly shepherds.  At the most, 

it would likely be something like how we 

might view a tale of spotting a flying 

saucer—perhaps getting some sort of 

response like, ‘Yeah, really?!  The 

Messiah?!  And you shepherds are the 

only ones who heard this angel?  No 

way!” 
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     We don’t know if the story died with 

the shepherds, but I like to think they 

were the first evangelists.  Poor, 

unkempt, smelly, and yet the ones to 

whom God entrusted this incredible story 

told them by God’s powerful heavenly 

mouthpiece. 

     We don’t need to be of lofty position 

and intellect to realize how important the 

coming of the Messiah into our world 

was and is today.  This event would 

forever change the ‘equation’ for finding 

God’s favor.  Now faith would the the 

touchstone for salvation.  Following the 



  39 

meticulous point of Old Testament law 

would no longer suffice; the sacrifice of 

lambs on the Temple altar would no 

longer be effective in lowering God’s 

wrath against the sinner.  Only by 

putting one’s faith in the one who stilled 

the waters, who kept the shepherds from 

dying of strokes or heart attacks that 

miraculous night--only that one coming 

into the world could be worshipped and 

adored by every generation, including us.  

We are the lucky ones.  We can sit here 

in the comfort of a heated church on a 

cold December morning and hear and 
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marvel at this unbelievable story once 

again, and be struck by the same wonder 

of the angels who so joyfully raised the 

sound of praise for all people to one day 

hear, on a Christmas morn, in the City of 

Elizabeth, where we again proclaim, 

“Christ the Lord was born; Christ the 

Lord has died.  Christ the Lord is risen.”  

And by faith in that One we have been 

given forgiveness for all of our sins, past, 

present, and future. 

     Glory to God in the highest!   

     Amen.   
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